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Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting
17 March 2026 from 6pm - 7:30pm 
at the Alwoodley Community Association, 60 The Avenue, Leeds LS17 7NZ

Present
Over 40 people who live in Alwoodley
Ward Councillors Lyn Buckley, Neil Buckley and Dan Cohen
Parish Councillors Townes, Downes, Wright, Pritchard, Jordan, Hainsworth, Dickinson, Buckland, 
Representatives from Alwoodley in Bloom - Sara Hamilton, Alwoodley Allotments - Isabelle Arnett, Herd Farm - Donna Russell, Alwoodley 2030- Cath Taylor, Alwoodley Incredible Edible - Linda Lewis, Alwoodley Community Association Social Club - Margaret Whitaker and Amanda Kwasniewski, Friends of Adel Woods - Roger Gilbert, Friends of Heath Nursery Woods - Brenda Metcalf, St Barnabas Church - Rev Dave Ho Young

	6:00
	Electors, councillors and guests arrived, enjoyed refreshments, were invited to post feedback to interactive boards.


	6:10
	Chair’s Welcome, explanation of the Annual Parish Meeting, and report summarising the Parish Council’s Activities and  achievements 
1. The Community’s Record (Approval of the 2025 Draft Minutes)
Minutes approved.
2. What is the Purpose of an Annual Parish Meeting?
Cllr Townes set out the purpose of the Annual Parish Meeting, explaining that it is a meeting of the electors, not of the Parish Councillors.
3. Report from the Chair, presented by the Vice Chair.
Cllr White presented the report from the Chairman which will be posted to the website at the end of the meeting. https://www.alwoodleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/document/chairs-report-to-the-annual-parish-meeting-17-march-2026/

	6:20
	Questions for the Chair
No questions or comments

	6:25
	Highlights from the Ward Councillors
City Cllr Cohen spoke on behalf of the Ward Councillors
Thanks to Parish Council and Parish Councillors
Thanks to Ward Councillors
Sincere thanks to local groups
Ward Councillors try to be visible and accessible - attend meetings, surgeries, Facebook Group.
Review of projects, including history of Village Green and subsidising summer camp via Leeds Rhinos using Youth Activity Fund from Ward Councillors fund combined with Alwoodley and Harewood Parish Councillors.
Cllr Lyn Buckly 
· Acknowledged former Councillors ___ for helping establish the Village Green. 
· MaeCare dementia care facility will be funded as a result of City Council intervention. 
· Additional Dementia services from Bay Tree who did dementia assessment were about to have their services cut - Councillors intervened and funding has been established for future years.
Cllr Neil Buckley - Trying to cooperate with Parish council to fund important projects. For example joint funding for Herd Farm project. Ward Council.
Talked about full range of projects.

	6:30
	Local Group Reports (2 minutes each)

Alwoodley in Bloom - Sara Hamilton
· 8 members currently, looking for new members. Planters at shops at top of avenue, bottom avenue, raised bed outside S Gemma’s, avenue & king lane bed, three beds outside the ACA, troughs in front of ACA. Co-Op bed on Nursery Lane, Water Tower on Nursery Lane.  Planting in May and October. Not much to do after October. Summer always involves lots of weeding. No hosepipe connections anywhere. Use 5 litre bottles and go around by car to all the beds. If anyone would like to join get in touch and thanks to the Parish Council for funding. Contact information here https://www.alwoodleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/your-community/group/alwoodley-in-bloom/

Alwoodley Allotments - Isabelle Arnett 
https://www.alwoodleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/your-community/group/alwoodley-allotment-society/
· Open for 10 years. Will be marking 10 year anniversary soon. 
· 84 Plots.
· Change and progress. Very mixed weather.
· Waiting list. Strength of community and growing interest in growing veg and sustainability. 
· We’ve done a lot of promotion and signage.
· Made good use of funding from Parish Council. New notice board to be more inclusive to post notices and more inclusive because not everyone has tech. In the past PC has funded water pump.
· Lot of working parties and ways to get involved
· This year, focusing on wildlife. Planted 40 trees - new orchard. This improves biodiversity and landscape around the whole area.
· We have a plaque from YWT supporting all we are doing with our gardening. 
· Support wider community - coffee mornings for MacMillian, NSPCC
· Yearly scarecrow festival
· New Committee and new exciting year.
Herd Farm - Donna Russell
· With parish council funding and council support funded assault course, used by over 5000 children including open days open to the public
Leeds Rhinos Foundation - Gareth Cook
· Thanks to the Ward council and parish council for funding our provision that we delivered in the summer.
· Sport and drama camps in Alwoodley - at Old Leos and Allerton CE
· 100 sport and 25 drama children at each camp each week.
· Sports assistant coaches - 16-18 year olds - employed to assist camps. Interview skills, safeguarding training. Every person was from LS17 - youth and children
· Additional provision for SEND children.
· Provided breakdown of participants and staff (available upon request)
Alwoodley 2030- Cath Taylor  See http://www.alwoodley2030.org
· Nature, sustainable food, low carbon living, updates.
· Cath Taylor gave a review of ACE, Repair Cafe, Walk to School Week, Nature Corridors, Incredible edible and more.
· Parish Council funds used for Warmer Homes Series in partnership with St Barnabas Church and Room 17 at Allerton CE Primary. 
· Walk to School Week – Walking with Wildlife - Kickoff 17th May at Allerton CE Primary will showcase Repair Café, Dr Bike, Companion Plant Swap, Guided Cycle Rides to Open Gardens Day, Bike and Cycle decorating stations
· 17th May – Open Gardens Day 
Alwoodley Incredible Edible - Linda Lewis
· Participated as a stop on open gardens day
· In collaboration with Incredible Edible Moortown, seed growing sessions and pine-cone bird feeder session at Moor Allerton library. Helped Alwoodley Primary school do hot composting. 
· Seed library at Moor Allerton Library
· Forage walk planned for April.
· Aiming to create a map of freely available wild food in Alwoodley
· Water but
Alwoodley Community Association Social Club - Margo Whitaker 
· Small committee of volunteers that run the social club.
· What is the barrier to families to come and hang out?
· Quiz once per month, live music - last Saturday of every month. 
· Whiskey night, hosted by Dan Cohen
· All advertising through Facebook and local community boards.
· Chris from the ACA is in talks with Parish Council about 
Friends of Adel Woods - Roger Gilbert
· Adel woods - 185 acres of land including village green, heathland, bog, woodland, birch woodland, beech woodland, meadows and two streams.
· FOAW has been looking after the woods for 17 years. Meet one weekend morning per month. 
· We pick up lots of liver and dog poo bags.
· We keep paths clear, look up pond and bog. We put up nest boxes and are doing water testing. 
· If you’d like to join our activities, you’d be very welcome. We’re social as well. Lots of health benefits to getting out in the woods and meeting new people. 
· Website is friendsofadelwoods.org
Friends of Heath Nursery Woods - Brenda Metcalf
· Small area of woodland behind the golf course between st Andrew’s walk and st Andrews croft and Primley parks. 
· Relatively new group to preserve green space for local families.
· Growing mailing list - 124 people on the list and awareness of the woods and our activities.
· Carried out consultations  
· We’d like to put up an interpretation board.
· We’ve planted saplings of sycamore, oak and horse chestnut seedlings.
· Bird and bat boxes - huge success - great for families to go into the woods to find. Over 20 now. We’re very grateful to committee members who made and installed them.
· Two ranger walks to talk about huge range of tree and Steve Joul led a fungi foray - so many varieties! 
· Litter picking, clear path
· Balsam bashing
· Fires and motor bikes - anti social behaviour that we’ve had to 
· Council took down dangerous tree
· Early morning bird-song walk coming up.
· Purchased high vis vests, seed bombs.
· Family event to paint and create fairy doors.
St Barnabas Church - Rev Dave Ho Young
· Rector of St Barnabas Church and whole of Moor Allerton and Shadwell
· Community outreach - Monday morning toddler group at 10am. 
· Wednesday afternoon - tea at 2:30 and warm space. 
· Fortnightly group for Hong Kongers (huge number of congregants are from Hong Kong) - employ a Cantonese mission apprentice (Bev). 
· Thanks to the parish council for supporting Roof replacement.
Police -Updates sent in advance for Clerk to read:
Alwoodley Parish Meeting - Police Update
We currently have 5 officers and three PCSO’s allocated to Alwoodley. These staff are managed by the ward Sergeant, Sergeant Pervin and overseen by the NPT Inspector, Inspector Armstead.
 
In the last 3 months we are pleased to report a reduction in ASB reports in Alwoodley. We are also pleased to report no nuisance vehicle reports in February.
 
Below are the number of tickets and vehicle seizures given out by officers of North East NPT.
November – 47 tickets & 17 seizures
December – 54 tickets & 12 seizures
January - 57 tickets & 12 seizures
February – Awaiting confirmed data
 
We also have a number of regular contact points across the ward area these are:
 
· Moor Allerton Centre – every 3 weeks
· Lingfield Community Hub – every 3 weeks
· Wigton Moor Church – every 3 weeks
· Online Teams – every 3 weeks
 
We do also have some ad hoc events – keep an eye on our social media pages for updates.
We also have the six weekly PACT meeting – the next meeting being 25th March.
 


	6:50
	Mark Illingworth, Parish Ranger, What is the Parish Ranger and what has he
been doing this year?
Himalayan Balsam, Tree Pruning to keep paths clear, Not getting build up of weeds and litter, mini-beds, little library and phone box. New parish notice board on Goodrich lane. 

	6:55
	Guest Speaker Tom Readman, LCC Tree Officer- Alwoodley’s Tree Canopy and Tree Protection Orders
· Existing and new Tree Preservation Order
· We have a duty as a local authority to make adequate provision for the planting and protection of trees.
· What is amenity? Any visible trees that can be seen from a public place.
· Protecting trees from being removed or irrevocably damaged.
· We have large sections that that are covered
· What we are looking to do is reach out to communities to find out where trees might be under threat.
· We can assess new applications, and promote applying for tree protection.
· Also highlighting precautionary orders - even if it’s not currently under threat, we can protect it 
· Email TPO.Enquiries@leeds.gov.uk
· Thomas.Readman@leeds.gov.uk

	7:15
	Questions, Comments, Discussions Resolutions 
· Any registered elector can propose a "resolution." This is a formal way for the community to vote on a specific action or opinion they want the Parish Council to consider.
None proposed.

	7:30
	Close



The Chair closed the meeting at 7:40
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