Environmental, Sustainability & Biodiversity Working Party Meeting
Monday 8 June 2026
Attendees: Richard Hainsworth (RH), Louise Jennings (LJ), Steve Wright (SW)
Discussion centred around the Environment, Biodiversity and Sustainability actions within the newly approved Action Plan.
Priority Statement: To lay the groundwork for a Local Nature Recovery Plan that integrates seamlessly with the West Yorkshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy (WYLNRS) and embeds biodiversity into the 2028 Neighbourhood Plan update
· The working party agreed that the actions associated with this statement would be revisited once the planned training on the Neighbourhood Plan had been received by the working party members.
Priority 1: Adopting Nature Corridors and Empowering the Parish Ranger
To establish the Parish's foundational habitat network across the Meadow, Woodland, and Pond corridors by collaborating with the community to identify intervention sites and working with LCC to implement nature-friendly land management.
· After discussion on priority 1, the working party agreed to take the following actions:
· Ask the Parish Clerk if they have the list of Tree Protection Orders for Alwoodley (Parish), if not, ask the council. Action - LJ to ask Parish Clerk to follow up.
· Ask appropriate LCC contact (Ben) for footpath map – Action: SW.
· Arrange meeting with Parish Ranger and other local stakeholders to share plans and discuss more coordinated approach to Himalayan Balsam pulling (also agreed to highlight this activity via a parish newsletter article). Discuss other potential projects with Parish Ranger, e.g. clearing litter from the beck, mobilising volunteers to do this. Action – LJ.
· Ask Parish Clerk to share the Enhancing Biodiversity report with us. Action – LJ.
· Engage the community through the newsletter and social media and Alwoodley 2030 groups to start to identify intervention sites. Action – SW & RH.
· Hedgehogs: 
· Write educational article in newsletter
· Buy kits so community can create hedgehog highways
· Use Hedgehog street (https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/) as a resource
· Action – SW to lead on this activity
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