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Clerk: Jennifer Walper Roberts
Alwoodley Community Centre
60 The Avenue
Leeds LS17 7NZ 
E-mail: the.clerk@alwoodleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the Alwoodley Parish Council Extraordinary Meeting to Approve the AGAR on 22nd June, 2026, 7pm at the Alwoodley Community Association.

Present
Councillor Daniel Jordan (Chair)
Councillor David Towns (Vice Chair)
Councillor Ian Dickinson 
Councillor Geoffrey Downes
Councillor Richard Hainsworth
Councillor Louise Jennings
Councillor Kate Pritchard


Apologies
Councillor Peter Buckland
Councillor Stephen Wright



2627/62 	Apologies for Absence
To receive and accept apologies for absence from Councillors.
Apologies were received by Cllr Buckland, Cllr Wright and Cllr Hainsworth and reasons approved.

2627/63 	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
No declarations or requests for dispensation were made.

2627/64	Public Participation 
No members of the public were present.

2627/65 	Annual Internal Auditor’s Report

a) The Council received and considered that the report of the Internal Auditor
b) RESOLVED to implement action plan to address internal auditor’s recommendations including:
1. Record all S137 payments in minutes (Clerk)
2. Amend Clerk contract to include RFO title and specific duties. (Staffing Panel, Cllr Jordan)
3. Staffing panel to consider increase to pension contribution in next budget (Staffing Panel- Cllr Jordan)
4. Fully implement improved internal control process that has been put in place. (RFO & Full Council)
5. Formalise date setting and invoicing procedure for the Allotments so that it is more transparent (Cllr Downes & Clerk) 
6. Include previous year’s budget figures in next year’s budget for transparency (RFO)
7. Include Band D payment amount in minutes when setting the budget (RFO)


2627/66	Ratifying decisions from 2025 and 2025
a) The Council noted the internal auditor’s comments enquiring about the standings of decisions taken from May 2024 – May 2026 because Council failed to properly elect and minute election of Chair at May Annual Meetings in 2024 and 2025 
b) The Council noted advice from YLCA that decisions from that time period are still lawful. 
c) The Council further noted that the Annual Meeting of the Council was not held in May 2025 due to prevailing circumstances at that time, and that a Chairman for the ensuing municipal year was subsequently elected at the June 2025 meeting.
d) RESOVED To ratify all decisions taken from May 2024 through May 2025 via a composite resolution for good practice and to satisfy comments from the internal auditor.

2627/67	Annual Governance Statement (AGAR Section 1)
a) The Council considered Section 1 (Annual Governance Statement) of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the financial year ended 31 March 2026. Members reviewed each of the governance assertions in turn and confirmed compliance.
b) Resolved that Clerk will include names of Councillors who signed off on each month’s accounts in minutes.

c) RESOLVED That Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2025/26 be approved, and the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the document on behalf of the Council.

2627/68 	Accounting Statements (AGAR Section 2)
a) The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) presented Section 2 (Accounting Statements) of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the financial year ended 31 March 2026, alongside the supporting bank reconciliation and explanation of variances.
b) RESOLVED that Clerk will add further explanation about CIL grant to explanation of variance in receipts (line 3)

c) RESOLVED That Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, the bank reconciliation, and the explanation of variances, with amendment to include information about CIL Grant in explanation of variances for item 3, for 2025/26 be approved, and the Chairman be authorized to sign the accounting statements on behalf of the Council.

2627/69 	Publication of Audit Documents & Public Rights
a) RESOLVED to approve the dates set by the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) for the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights, from Wednesday 24th June 2026 to Tuesday 4th August 2026, 
b) RESOLVED to approve the publication of all statutory documents required under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including: 

i. The Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 
ii. AGAR Section 1 – The Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 
iii. AGAR Section 2 – The Accounting Statements 2025/26 
iv. The Explanation of Variances 
v. The Bank Reconciliation (as of 31 March 2026) 
vi. The Notice of the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights


Cllr Jordan closed the meeting at 7:53pm.
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