From: Burrage, Catherine <C.J.Burrage@leedsbeckett.ac.uk>
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2026 11:35 AM
To: the.clerk@alwoodleyparishcouncil.gov.uk <the.clerk@alwoodleyparishcouncil.gov.uk>
Cc: Maccleary, John <J.Maccleary@leedsbeckett.ac.uk>
Subject: Design and Community Studio 2026/27 – potential collaboration in Alwoodley

Dear Jennifer

Thank you for getting in touch about the Parish Council's plans for refreshing the neighbourhood plan. This type of project sounds ideal for our third-year Landscape Architecture students as part of the Design and Community Studio at Leeds Beckett University. The exploratory stage you describe is exactly where students can be most useful: helping to look with fresh eyes at a place, understand what matters to local people and develop ideas that can support longer-term discussion and ambition. The village green and other local spaces could offer a really rich starting point, particularly if the wider aim is to consider how they might work together to strengthen identity, connection and everyday community life in Alwoodley.
Here is some further information about the module and the likely level of involvement we would be asking of a partner group:
Design and Community Module Scope
The module runs from late September to January and gives students the opportunity to work with a real community group and site, developing an understanding of local needs, aspirations and practical opportunities before producing a landscape design response.
Students work in small groups of around five to six, supported by university staff. The first part of the project focuses on site research, stakeholder mapping and community engagement. Students will then use what they have learned to develop a shared design brief and vision for the site. From this, they move into individual designs, which will be presented and exhibited in January.
The emphasis is on meaningful participation rather than simply collecting feedback. Students will be expected to plan and facilitate creative, accessible engagement activities that help people share their experiences, priorities and ideas for the site. This work will directly inform the project brief, vision and later design proposals.
The design work will be limited to the scope of the module. Students will develop masterplan proposals and models, with planting plans and construction drawings included where appropriate to the agreed brief. We hope these outputs will provide useful, well-considered material to help raise awareness, support fundraising and move your project forward.
However, the project does not include the practical implementation of any proposals. Students will complete their work in mid-January before moving on to other modules and work experience, so neither the students nor the University will be able to provide ongoing delivery support beyond the exhibition and handover of the final design work.
Schedule for 2026-27
We have received interest from more community groups than we are likely to have student groups and staff capacity to support this year. We are therefore asking potential partners to confirm their interest as soon as possible. From those groups who are able to participate, we will select the project or projects where we feel the collaboration is likely to be the most mutually beneficial and where the students can add the greatest value to the group and its aspirations.
What we would be asking from your group

	Date
	What we would ask of you
	Purpose

	Wednesday 30 September or Thursday 1 October 2026
	Host a group of approximately five to six students at your venue/site for an initial meeting. We would ask you to introduce your group, explain the project brief, priorities and any practical constraints, and allow time for students to undertake an initial site reconnaissance, including photographs, measurements and observations.
	To help students understand the site, your organisation and the initial opportunities and challenges.

	Tuesday 20, Wednesday 21 or Thursday 22 October 2026
	Host the student group at your venue/site for a student-led community engagement session. We would work with you in advance to agree the most appropriate format and identify who might be invited to take part.
	Students will plan and facilitate an inclusive, participatory activity designed to draw out local knowledge, experiences, needs and aspirations. This may include creative activities, visual prompts, discussion, mapping, models or other accessible ways for people to contribute.

	Thursday 12 November 2026
	Attend a presentation session at Leeds Beckett University’s City Campus, ideally with a small number of people from your wider community group.
	Students will share their engagement findings, evaluation and emerging design brief/vision statement. Your feedback and discussion will help them confirm the direction before they begin the main design stage.

	Wednesday 13 or Thursday 14 January 2027
	Host the students at your venue/site for a small exhibition of the design work they have produced.
	This will give your group and wider community an opportunity to see and discuss the student’s final proposals.


 
We appreciate that this is a commitment of time and coordination, and we will aim to make the process as straightforward and respectful of your group’s capacity as possible. A single named contact would be particularly helpful for arranging access, communications and any practical considerations such as photography permissions, safeguarding or site-specific requirements.
If you would like to be considered, please could you reply by Thursday 9th July to confirm:
· That you would be interested in pursuing the collaboration
· Whether the key dates above are workable
· Any initial information about your site, community group or aspirations that would help us assess suitability.
We will then be in touch once project allocations have been confirmed.
With best wishes,
Catherine Burrage
Part-time Lecturer, Landscape Architecture & Design
Leeds School of Art
Leeds Beckett University
c.j.burrage@leedsbeckett.ac.uk
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