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Monday 7th September 2026
7:00 pm Alwoodley Community Hall, 60 The Avenue, Leeds, LS17 7NZ

Parish Council Room
Mrs J A W Roberts (CLERK) 

Present
	Councillor Catherine Borse

	Councillor Peter Buckland

	Councillor Ian Dickinson

	Councillor Geoffrey Downes

	Councillor 
Richard Hainsworth 

	Councillor Daniel Jordan (Chair)

	Councillor Kate Pritchard

	Councillor Stephen Wright


Apologies

Cllr David Towns

Cllr Louise Jennings

In attendance 
Cllr Lynn Buckley, Adie Fickling, Community Resilience Officer for the West Yorkshire Resilience Forum, and one member of the public
	2627/79
	Welcome by the Chair

The Chair welcomed the councillors and those in attendance. 

	2627/80
	The Chair reminded the Councillors and attendees about the Council’s policy for the audio or visual recording of this meeting

	2627/81
	Apologies from Cllr Towns and Cllr Jennings received

RESOLVED to approve reasons.

	2627/82
	Declarations of Interest and Applications for Dispensation
1. To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
2. To receive any declarations of interest not already declared under the Council’s Code of Conduct or a member’s Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
No applications for dispensation nor declarations of interest were received.

Cllr Wright declared that he’s a member of Heath Nursery Woods.

	2627/83
	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th July
Resolved to approve the minutes from 6th July.

	2627/84
	Received updates from Ward Member about LCC matters relevant to the Parish Council, including:
· Encouragement for councillors to attend event on the 18th.
· Advice to communicate with electors about change of ownership of Adult Exercise Equipment from Parish Council to LCC.
· Advice regarding upcoming boundary changes to Ward.

· White paper emerging re travellers and Cranmer Bank

	2627/85
	Electoral Matters

1. To receive update from Cllr Buckland
Cllr Buckland gave notice that he will be submitting his resignation due to health reasons. 
2. Co-option of Parish Councillor (Catherine Borse)
· Candidate presentation & questions 

· Debate and vote by council 
RESOLVED: That Catherine Borse be co-opted to Alwoodley Parish Council to fill the vacancy immediate effect.

Proposed by: Cllr Wright
Seconded by: Cllr Hainsworth
Vote: Carried Unanimously
Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
NOTED: That Cllr Borse having been co-opted the Parish Council, signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the Proper Officer (Clerk) prior to participating in the business of the meeting.

	2627/86
	To receive a 5 minute presentation from Adie Fickling, Community Resilience Officer for the West Yorkshire Resilience Forum (WYRF) and consider further action.
Resolved to add consideration of creation an Alwoodley Resilience Plan to anupcoming agenda.

	2627/87
	To receive information on the following ongoing issues /actions and decide further action where necessary

1. To confirm councillor knowledge of key policies via Pub Quiz format, per training and development plan (10 minutes cap)

Councillors successfully answered questions and signed inventory to confirm they read Standing Orders and the Financial Regulations.

2. To review action log and consider further action
Councillors provided updates on matters noted in the log.
Clarification that Tree lights will be taken down but lamppost lights would be installed.
3. To review progress on action plan and consider further action (Incorporated in committees/working parties section)
RESOLVED that the Clerk will propose a plan for surgeries, including a rota, for the next meeting. 

4. To review training plan & inventory and consider further action. 
RESOLVED TO accept quote (£375)from River Six, Ecologist, to provide a presentation on Nature Recovery and 2 2hour walks around the Parish to identify nature recovery interventions for the Parish. And to instruct the Clerk to arrange this.
5. To consider and approve process for communities to submit flyers to post on noticeboard on the village green.
RESOLVED to approve policy.
6. RSVP to attend Outer North East Conference (Town and Parish) Invite 18-09-2026; 9:30-3:15 at Civic Hall. Elaine.Matson@leeds.gov.uk
NOTED

7. To re-confirm via resolution that Parish Council agrees that LCC can take over ownership and management of the adult exercise equipment on the strict understanding that any equipment found to be unsafe and or beyond economical repair will be removed by LCC, and that LCC is under no obligation to replace or renew the equipment. And further, that as equipment comes to the end of its economical life LCC are free to remove and dispose of it and are under no obligation to replace or renew any of the equipment. (Note LCC requests that both Ward and Parish councils are aware of the above points and are in agreement with them.)
RESOLVED TO RECONFIRM that Parish Council agrees that LCC can take over ownership and management of the adult exercise equipment on the strict understanding that any equipment found to be unsafe and or beyond economical repair will be removed by LCC, and that LCC is under no obligation to replace or renew the equipment. And further, that as equipment comes to the end of its economical life LCC are free to remove and dispose of it and are under no obligation to replace or renew any of the equipment.
8. To consider changing meetings to the second Monday of each month from January to enable better workflow for finances and avoid bank holidays. (Note, clerk has already confirmed availability of room).
RESOLVED to change regular meeting time to the second Monday of each month starting January 2027 to enable better workflow for finances and avoid bank holidays. 

9. To confirm that the Budget Workshop on November 30th will take place in the Lounge of the ACA Social Club and the 15th October (6pm – 8:30pm) Neighbourhood Plan Workshop may be at St Barnabas Church Centre (TBC), same time. To consider who the Council would like to invite to the Neighbourhood Plan Workshop.
CONFIRMED AND Council suggested a range of individuals representing organisations across the Parish, including:

RESOLVED to invite Keith White, a Ward Councillor, to ask Ian McKay about neighbouring PCs, Leeds Uni PIP representative.



	2627/88
	Financial Matters

1. To receive and note current bank balances as of 31 August 2026
a. Virgin Current Account: 48424.56
b. Lloyds Deposit Account: 90031.03
2. To receive and note signed and approved bank reconciliation packs for July and August 2026 
Received and approved July bank reconciliation
RESOLVED to receive the August reconciliation at the October meeting after Cllr Towns reviews and signs it.
3. To receive list of receipts and payments made in July & August 2026
Received.

4. To receive update from Chair on status of banking transition (reserves account) transfer to Virgin

RESOLVED that Cllr Downes will lead the effort to move the funds before the next meeting. 
5. To receive a report on Grants given and funds remaining (£7196)
Clerk noted updated remaining figure of £4696.0 as committed spend to Leeds Rugby was not included in first draft of this report. 

6. To reconsider grant application from Friends of Heath Nursery Wood given new information.
RESOLVED to approve the grant for £100 for public liability. 
RESOLVED to request an amateur mock-up of noticeboard to provide further info to Council to consider contribution towards notice-board.
Note that Cllr Wright did not vote.

7. The council received  Committed Spend Report (note, this gives Councillors and awareness of remaining budget per budget line)

8. To consider and approve Schedule of Payments for September and corresponding invoices.
RESOLVED TO APPROVE the following payments
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RESOLVED to approve payments above.

	2627/89
	Matters requested by councillors
1. None received
RESOLVED to consider amending grant policy language at next meeting. 

	2627/90
	Committees and Working Parties

1. Planning Committee

a. Emmerdale site update

b. Progress on Action Plan

No updates from the planning committee at this time. Noted that the Planning Meeting that was scheduled did not take place due to an agenda issuing error. 
2. Environment, Sustainability and Biodiversity Working Party

a. Hedgehog Highways Proposal
RESOLVED to approve project, with total budget £1820 from the Environment and Biodiversity Committee Budget for 2026/2027 and £359.75 from the 20027/2028 budget
b. Progress on action plan

3. Communications and Engagement Working Party
a. September Event (update, volunteers needed, publicity ideas)
b. Festive Lights

c. Process for commuity groups to post to noticeboard on the village green and whether to include commuity group events in newsletter
Note policy approved above.

d. Progress on Action Plan

4. Staffing Panel

a. To consider recommendation regarding NJC Pay Scale Adjustment.
NOTED THAT Staffing panel approved this and Full council doesn’t need to.

	2627/91
	1. To receive updates from the Parish Ranger
2. To discuss activities to improve biodiversity that the Parish Ranger can undertake 
The Parish Ranger was unable to attend. 

	2627/92
	Community Organisations/Outside Bodies

To receive matters/updates from community organisations and outside bodies

1. Alwoodley Community Forum: Cllr Jordan. Note Cllr Dickinson has stepped down from this role. 

· To consider nominations and appoint another Councillor. 
The council did not discuss this and this will be added to the agenda for the next meeting.
2. PACT/Police: Cllr Dickinson, Cllr Downes, Cllr Pritchard.

3. ACA Liaison: Cllr Pritchard.

4. Alwoodley Social Club: Cllr Pritchard

5. Leeds Parks and Green Spaces Forum: Cllr Wright.

6. YLCA Liaison: Cllr Jordan

7. Training and Development Liaison: Cllr Towns

8. Allotments: Cllr Downes to invite Parish Councillors to upcoming event.
9. Incredible Edible Liaison: Cllr Jennings

10. Town and Parish Meeting Liaison (Outer Northeast): Cllr Jordan, Cllr Towns.


	2627/93
	To receive correspondence from electors and consider appropriate responses/actions
1. Two further residents have expressed interested in being co-opted.

2. Resident enquired about the status of the Emmerdale site planning application and about minute formatting issue.

3. Request to add an additional memorial plaque to a bench that already has a memorial plaque on it. The current plaque is for the son of a recently deceased person and the family would like to “reunite” them by adding a second plaque to the bench. 

RESOLVED to permit the family to install this plaque, with the Ranger installing it, and family purchasing it. 

	2627/94
	To notify the clerk of matters for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting
No matter raised at this ttime.

	2627/95
	RESOLVED TO confirm the date of the next meeting is 5th October 2026 at 7pm .  



The Chair brought the meeting to a close at 9pm.
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