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Alwoodley Parish Council
Alwoodley Community Centre, 60 The Avenue
Leeds LS17 7NZ 
E-mail: the.clerk@alwoodleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the Alwoodley Parish Council Meeting
2nd November 2026, 7:00 pm
Alwoodley Community Hall, 60 The Avenue, Leeds, LS17 7NZ

Present:
Councillor Catherine Borse
Councillor Ian Dickinson
Councillor Geoffrey Downes
Councillor Richard Hainsworth
Councillor Daniel Jordan
Councillor Louise Jennings
Councillor Catherine Pritchard
Councillor David Towns
Councillor Stephen Wright

In Attendance:

Ward Councillor Lyn Buckley, 3 members of the public.

Apologies:
None

Prior to the meeting was a Period of Public Participation for 15 minutes. Representatives from Alwoodley 2030 and St Barnabas presented their grant applications.

2627/113 Welcome by the Chair 
The Chair opened the meeting at 7:00 pm and welcomed all present.

2627/114 Reminder by the Chair of the Council’s policy for the audio or visual recording of this meeting The Chair reminded attendees of the Council’s policy regarding the audio or visual recording of the meeting.

2627/115 Apologies and Reasons for Absence

Apologies for absence: None received.
1. Approval of reasons: Not applicable.
2627/116 Declarations of Interest and Applications for Dispensation
1. Applications for dispensation: None received.
2. Declarations of interest: None declared under the Council’s Code of Conduct or a member’s Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.
· Kate Pritchard is a Trustee for the ACA and will step out for the vote on that grant. 
· Steven Wright is a member of St Barnabas Church and will step out for the vote on that grant. 
· Jennifer Roberts is a freelance contractor for Alwoodley 2030 and will step out for the vote on that grant vote. She will not benefit directly or financially by the grant proposal nor be involved with that work. 
· Ian Dickinson is a member of Alwoodley Repair Café which is a member organisation of Alwoodley 2030, but not connected to the proposed grant proposal so he will remain for the vote. 
2627/117 Minutes of Previous Meeting. RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th October 2026 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
2627/118 Updates from the Ward Member Received updates from Ward Councillors Neil Buckley and Lyn Buckley regarding Leeds City Council (LCC) matters relevant to the Parish Council.
2627/119 Electoral Matters
1. Councillor Resignation: Received an update on the status of the Councillor resignation that Cllr Buckland has resigned and notice has been posted of that vacancy.
2. Candidate Presentations/Statements: Received presentation from Mark Lam to be considered for Co-Option as a member of the Parish Council
3. Co-option Vote: Following a vote, RESOLVED to co-opt Mark Lam as Alwoodley Parish Councillor  to fill the vacancy on Alwoodley Parish Council.
4. Declaration of Acceptance of Office: Received the signed and verbal Declaration of Acceptance of Office from Mark Lam and welcomed them to take their seat.

2627/120 Ongoing Issues / Actions
1. Action Log: Reviewed the action log and considered further action.
1. Received update and recommendation from Cllr Borse re Resilience Plan
· RESOLVED for a small group to meet to explore and propose a way forward for a resilience plan to discuss further. Cllr Downes, Cllr Borse, Cllr Pritchard, Cllr Jordan to meet and develop a propose.
2. Received update on footpath project. King Lane footway. Footpath officer intimated that a 700 metre long x 1.2 w path along king lane will cost in the region £31K. LCC do not have funding for this at present Also the footpath officer has asked us to liaise with Headingly Golf Club to see if we can use a small part of their course to route the path. Cllr Wright and Cllr Hainsworth will continue to pursue it. 
2. Action Plan: Deferred until next meeting 

3. Training Plan & Inventory: Deferred until next meeting. 
4. Website Updates: Noted that Cllr Borse’s details have been posted to the website, Cllr Buckland’s details removed, and pop-up surgeries added.

2627/121 Financial Matters

1. Bank Balances: Received and noted current bank balances as of 31st October 2026: 
A. Virgin: £127,016.79
2. Bank Reconciliation: Received and noted the signed and approved bank reconciliation pack.
3. Receipts & Payments: Received the list of receipts and payments made in October 2026.
4. Banking Transition: Received an update from the Chair on the status of the banking transition (reserves account) transfer to Virgin. Noted that the Lloyds Bank Account 
5. Committed Spend Report: Received the Committed Spend Report.
6. Schedule of Payments: RESOLVED to approve the Schedule of Payments for Novemberfor November 2026 and corresponding invoices (noted as signed by Cllr Towns). A. 
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b.Resolved also to approve payment of £100 to Friends of Heath Nursery Woods per their approved grant application. 
7. Grants Report: Received a report on Grants givenand funds remaining.
8. Grant Application (St Barnabas Church): 
A. RESOLVED to express support for the grant application, however would like to defer to decision until after they hear back from the Church of England re funding. 
B. Further Resolved that the Alwoodley Parish Council will write a letter of support for funding applications if that would be helpful.
9. Grant Application (Alwoodley 2030): Considered and RESOLVED to approve the grant application from Alwoodley 2030 for £1,500 for skills workshops to promote nature-friendly gardening skills to support the development of nature corridors.
10. Reserves Report: Received the  Reserves report
11. RESOLVED TO approve proposal for improving provision for civic and community space to bring forward to the ACA to explore if they’d like to progress with the ACA.  Noted important considerations to explore will be solicitor fees, responsibility for the building should this investment take place. The Council instructed the Clerk to forward the proposal to the ACA for their meeting, noting Cllr Pritchard as the Point person. 
12. Budget Workshop Agenda: 
a. RESOLVED to approve the agenda for the budget workshop, including Budget Workshop Papers part I & Budget Workshop Papers Part II with amendment to paper to integrate monthly strategy meetings into ordinary parish council meetings. 
A. RESOLVED TO Approve community survey and to instruct Clerk to promote it ahead of the budget workshop to help set priorities. 
2627/122 Matters Requested by Councillors No further matters aside from those raised in other parts of the agenda were raised.

2627/123 Committees and Working Parties

1. Planning Committee
1. RESOLVED to approve recommendations from the Planning Committee Meeting regarding comments on the LCC planning portal.
2. Clerk noted that she will summarise emails from Ian McCay at next meeting. 
3. RESOLVED to approve Cllr Borse as a new member of the Planning Committee.
2. Environment, Sustainability and Biodiversity Working Party
2. Received an update on Hedgehog Highways
2. Reviewed date options and RESOLVED to instruct clerk to set up a Whatsapp poll to confirm date of nature recovery training session. 
3. Communications and Engagement Working Party

3. Festive Lights: Noted estimated costings (£500 for tree, up to £500 for lights).
3. RESOLVED to authorise the Clerk to spend UP TO £1,000 in consultation with the Chair, and upon the recommendation of the Engagement working party, on the Xmas tree and festive lights.
3. Newsletter / Surgeries:
3. Noted update on newsletter- currently in draft form. Needs to get out by end of month. Working group to take forward without full council vote, but will circulate. (No Dec meeting)
3. RESOLVED to authorise the Clerk to pay £1,010 + VAT to Flow Group for printing and distribution of newsletters in November.
3. Public Input & Surgeries Policy:
4. RESOLVED to approve the survey for public input into parish priorities for 2027/2028 and longer-term planning.
4. RESOLVED to approve rebranding “surgeries” to be “outreach sessions” . Cllr Dickinson to revise policy for next meeting. Clerk to update publicity materials.
4. Noted dates and details of upcoming surgeries. #
3. Cllr Dickinson and Cllr Borse 10am 7th November
3. Cllr Wright and Cllr Downes Saturday 5th December 10 until 12
3. Cllr Hainsworth and Cllr Towns Saturday 9 January at 10am
4. RESOLVED to defer the Public Surgeries Policy to update it to include outreach sessions.
4. RESOLVED to defer the  Risk Assessment Draft to update it to include outreach sessions. 
4. RESOLVED to defer the Guidance for Councillors for Surgeries to update it to include outreach sessions.
3. Summer Event:

1. RESOLVED to set dates for a regular summer event on the Sunday closest to the summer solstice that is not Father’s Day: 27 June 2027, 25 June 2028, 24 June 2029, and 23 June 2030.
2. RESOLVED to form a Summer Event (2027) Working Party, appoint its members, and approve its Terms of Reference (TOR).
A. RESOLVED to approve the terms of reference
B. RESOLVED to include Cllr Pritchard, Cllr Lam, Cllr Downes, Cllr Dickinson on the working part, noting request for many hands and volunteers.
3. RESOLVED to defer the Volunteer Policy to next meeting.

4. Staffing Panel
4. RESOLVED That under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press to be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted (HR / Staffing matter). Also Noted that the clerk left the room for the discussion during this meeting.
4. RESOLVED to approve Staffing Panel recommendations for salary and benefits package for the 2027/2028 budget (SCP 33 at 2 days per week from 1st April 2027)
4. RESOLVED: That Alwoodley Parish Council hereby resolves, under Schedule 2, Part 2 of the Local Government Pension Scheme Regulations 2013, to designate the post of Parish Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer as eligible for membership of the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS), effective from 1st April 2027.
4. RESOLVED to approve recommendation from Clerk regarding increase in hourly rate for Parish Ranger for the 2027/2028 budget after not increasing it for two years.
5. Policies:
5. RESOLVED to approve the Lone Working Policy Draft.
5. RESOLVED to defer the home working policy until next meeting.
6. Leeds Beckett Landscape Architecture Village Green Project Working Party: Received report back on outreach event and briefing on next steps.
2627/124 Parish Ranger

1. Received updates from the Parish Ranger including clearing path on Nursery Lane/Birkdales. Hedgehog House delivery; War memorial garden requires significant weeding. Planted red cyclamens, which match the red poppies.
2627/125 Community Organisations/Outside Bodies. No updates were given at this meeting. 

2627/126 Correspondence from Electors Received correspondence from electors and agreed appropriate responses/actions:
1. Email from resident: Regarding traffic calming on Kings Lane between The Avenue and The Lane (narrow footpath and vehicle mounting kerb endangering pedestrians) and enforcement of illegal parking on double yellow lines opposite the Green near Cooplands Bakery.
· RESOLVED to instruct Clerk to email this person to comment on the Emmerdale application. 
2. Email from former Parish Councillor: Feedback on adult exercise equipment, the village green, and events.
2627/127 Agenda Items for Next Meeting No further items noted. 
2627/128 Date of Next Meeting Confirmed the date of the next meeting as 11th January 2027 at 7:00 pm.
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